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SUBJECT: US-BULGARIAN RELATIONS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

1. ONE OF THE ADVANTAGES OF BEING CALLED HOME FOR CONSULTA- 
TION IS THAT IT AFFORDS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR BROAD TOUR 
D'HORIZON WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER. I HAD THIS MAY 7, AND 
BELIEVE IT HELPED TO MOVE SOME THINGS FORWARD THAT ARE IN 
OUR INTEREST. IT ALSO BROUGHT OUT. HOWEVER, FOR THE FIRST 
TIME ON THAT LEVEL, A POLITE BUT NEAR COMPLAINT FROM 
MLADENOV (HE CALLED IT "AN UNPLEASANT PROBLEM") THAT HIS 
AMBASSADOR HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO SEE THE SECRETARY. 

2. BURDEN OF MLADENOV'S REMARKS WAS THAT WHEN WE ARE TALKING 
ABOUT NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS IT IS NOT UNREASONABLE TO 
EXPECT THAT THE BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY 
THE SECRETARY "AT LEAST FOR A PROTOCOL CALL". I BELIEVE 

FIVE MINUTES FOR THIS WOULD BE ADEQUATE AND RECOMMEND REMOV- 
ING THIS ANOMALY IN OUR RELATIONS. 

HERZ 
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